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PROMPOSAL? BY INGRID MILLER

Teenagers do prom differently now. We go all out for one night and our 
expectations are sky high. Odds are if you have Instagram, your explore feed is 
predominantly showing elaborate asks to prom. There are tons of different ways 
to be asked, maybe with a decorated sign, some sort of food pun, or a possible 
onesie. According to the Washington Post, the term ?Promposal? was reportedly 
coined in 2001 by the Dallas Morning News and since then, teenagers have 
found outlandishly creative and some blatantly unoriginal ways to ask each 
other to prom. 

 The phenomenon first became 
mainstream in the early 2000s, 
and over fifteen years later, 
they are more popular than 
ever thanks to social media's 
stronghold on our generation. 
To get more insight on the 
trend I decided to talk to Mr. 
Malone, an English teacher at 
RSHS whose opinion on the 
trend is gaining attention 
amongst students.

(Continued on Pg. 2) 
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He remembers that the first time he witnessed a promposal. It was in the form 
of an awkwardly choreographed dance when he was teaching in Patterson Mill. 
Based on the retelling, it seems clear that there was second hand 
embarrassment from the event. 

Mr. Malone has a couple of issues with promposals.  His first issue with the trend 
is that it sets up unrealistic expectations for prom night. He believes that ?this big 
elaborate gesture is setting up very high expectations for a night that at best is 
going to be a pretty good night, could be so-so, or could even be one of the 
worst nights.? This makes sense as many of us experience the same let down 
after prom that he is describing. 

His next problem with promposals is that they put unfair expectations on 
people. For the person being asked, a promposal puts them in a difficult 
situation if he or she wants to decline. As Mr. Malone states, ?If you do this big 
elaborate public display and somebody sees that you went through all this 
trouble- that 's a guilt trip!? 

It also puts pressure on whomever is doing the asking to live up to these 
standards. Mr. Malone wonders if everyone now has to ask dates to prom in 
such grandiose ways and whether promposals will become the norm for all 
events. For example,  will Homecoming or Sadie Hawkins be included, too? For 
some of us, they already have. 

Mr. Malone?s final problem with the promposal phenomenon is social media?s 
role, saying , ?At what point are you living your life for you and not for an 
audience? There are people that are selfishly creating these promposals not for 
the person they?re asking to the dance, but as a way of saying 'look at me'". This 
is something we should seriously be thinking about in our lives, and it appears 
that promposals are another one of the many effects of social media on high 
schoolers. In many cases, Mr. Malone believes promposals are performance 
pieces for attention, and that they should be left to the movies. In his opinion,  
asking someone to prom should be kept more relaxed. ?Lowkey is the way 
people should go, promposals are silly and they should probably just stop.? 

                 (Continued on Pg. 3)
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I also decided to gather the opinions of the students themselves, interviewing 
eleventh-grader Declan Quinn on his own experiences with prom this year. 
Declan asked his girlfriend to prom in true promposal fashion, bouquet and sign 
included.  He felt that it was well-received. ?People thought it was pretty funny. I 
wasn?t sure at first, but she said yes, so it was successful?. Although there were a 
few promposal critics, Declan doesn?t care, jokingly responding, ?Sweet, save 
your money then.? He thinks that people ask in these expressive ways as a way 
of "showing appreciation for that someone in your life.? However, he makes the 
connection that promposals have been built up by social norms and 
expectations that we pick up on from Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter. In his in 
own case, social media didn?t play a role. ?I just did it to ask her, if it was just a 
post to social media, I wouldn?t have gone to those lengths.? 

In conclusion, before deciding to order that custom decorated cake from 
Walmart with ?PROM ?? proudly displayed in neon icing, ask yourself why. Would 
your potential date truly appreciate your efforts or would it make him or her feel 
uncomfortable? Ask yourself if you are spending a ridiculous amount of time and 
money for a post to Instagram or if you are making the genuine gesture for the 
person you are asking. As kids living in a society with limitless social media 
access, we must keep ourselves in check by ensuring  that we do what we do for 
the right reasons and not for social media attention. Promposals are no 
exception to this. Coming up with a creative way to ask someone to prom can be 
a lot of fun , and though some may criticize, calling it ridiculous, Mrs. Hash 
helped me to come to the realization that maybe the problem isn?t their 
seemingly silly nature, but simply that the idea is not traditional. After all, 
millions of parents promote the story of Santa Claus each Christmas with great 
effort and perhaps unrealistic expectations, too, but they do it because it is fun. 
If you are one of the many harboring a passionate distaste for promposals, your 
best bet is to realize that the trend is inevitably going to be around for a while. 
Teenagers are going to continue to carry out our bizarre trends. It?s a right of 
passage at this point. So teenagers - keep creating those cheesy signs and make 
the most of your high school years. Your efforts could sincerely make that special 
someone?s week, and after all, you only have two chances to get it right.
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Life is a Cabaret, Old Chum
by Rebecca Kelley

After three years of taking part in Cabaret, I?m (pleasantly) surprised I haven?t gotten 
sick of it. In case you don?t know, Cabaret consists of dinner and a show performed by 
the RSHS Chorale and Chamber choirs. This year, Cabaret was held at Endeavor 
Church in Elkton. The space was less cramped than our previous venue and had way 
better acoustics.

The beginning of the show is one of my favorite parts. Our performance of the song 
?Cabaret?, which involves suddenly singing amongst the guests, clapping, and moving 
about the room, kicks off the night. It?s catchy and exciting, and the reactions from 
unknowing guests never get old.

 We spend months rehearsing and putting the finishing touches on ?Cabaret? and our 
other repertoire. It undoubtedly takes a whole lot of time and effort to make the show 
not only run smoothly, but also entertaining.  The entirety of our class time is 
dedicated to running through every song and perfecting each solo. If you don?t know 
your solo, you won?t make the cut. The larger choirs and solo and small group medleys 
make up entirety of the show, and, though most of the choirs and medleys consist of 
sophomores, the performances did not at all suffer. Even Mr. Anderson said in the 
following class that ?this year?s cabaret was better? than last year?s or the year before?s.

Several students were not disappointed with Cabaret this year. Jessica Sprout, a senior, 
?[thinks] overall, it went well. The solos were very well put together, and while we were 
a litt le iffy in some places, we had a lot more energy than normal.? When asked her 
opinion, junior Sierra Miller replied ?We had a lot more diversity with our solos, a lot 
more different genres, and we had more people participate this year. I personally 
thoroughly enjoyed it. Even though our choir is young, it still felt like it was very solid, 
very put together, and I love the new space. I enjoyed the lively manner of Cabaret this 
year, and it was just a very fun event overall. But if we were able to redo it, I would say 
[we should] make better plans, [be] more organized, [and] make sure everyone knew 
their places and their jobs.? Elizabeth Rosenberg, a sophomore, said her first 
experience in Cabaret ?was stressful [due to cramming] all of the songs in the end, but 
it was also very gratifying because the hard work pays off...The audience really liked it.?

 (Continued on Pg. 5)
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Many guests were as impressed as the performers. Teachers who attended have 
stopped choir members in the hallway to praise their performances and say they 
should be singing in the hallways. My mother said shortly after the show that ?[she] 
actually did think it was a fantastic performance. Everyone did a fantastic job. It was 
well worth the money, and there was a lot of talent in one room.? My brother, 
however, ?found it unfulfilling" because  he doesn?t "like singing very much," but "went 
anyway to support ...friends." Sibling opinions aside, the general consensus can be 
summed up pretty well by a statement from senior Josh Jones: ?It was a night to 
remember.?

It certainly is an odd and thrilling feeling, being in front of hundreds of people you 
might or might not know, but it is always a good time. That?s essentially what 
performing in Cabaret has been for me so far-- a rush of adrenaline and lots of 
laughing and smiling. Singing has always been a passion of mine, and Cabaret has 
been an integral part of my high school career. It will be different to be in the audience 
next year, but I can?t wait. See you next year, Cabaret!

The Rising Sun High School 
Library Advisory 

Committee would like to 
invite everyone to come 

check out
Star Wars Night 
Friday, May 4th 
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The New  K i n der  Joy:
Do They Live Up to the H ype? by Rebecca Kel ley

I?ll admit it. At first, I was skeptical of the new American Kinder Joy eggs. The toy isn?t 
inside the chocolatey dessert like the ever-popular Kinder Eggs found in other 
countries; what would the appeal be? My curiosity got the best of me, and I purchased 
three eggs at Wal-Mart for $1.34 each and reviewed them with my brother.

 The first order of business, after separating the halves, was taste testing the snack 
aspect of the egg. My brother commented that is was ?creamy. The top white layer is 
fluffy and the chocolate balls are crunchy, [and] the bottom layer is creamy and rich in 
cocoa butter; I would say it?s as good of a treat as you can get.? A pretty reasonable 
review, if I do say so myself.

Next came the arguably best part: the toys. The first was a wolf figurine with a 
movable tail. Putting it together was pretty straightforward, no real need for the 
instructions, and it was adorable! Though my brother made the point that it is more of 
a knick-knack than a toy. The second, a robot action figure, was a litt le harder to figure 
out, but it only took around 30 more seconds to complete than the wolf. My brother 
simply said ?someone could have more fun with it than the first one; it 's a robot, and 
kids love robots, so they could put it in as a random toy in their play houses or 
something.? Then the third surprised me. It was a matching game, including a spinner, 
cards, and extra educational information. The assembly was fairly easy, though the 
instructions were quite helpful with this one. We actually played the game longer than 
I expected we would; it was fun! The toys were not disappointing.

For a bit over a dollar, they are worth it. They're pretty cool; the food isn't bad. They 
lived up to my brother 's expectations, and I warmed up to them by the third toy. Not 
too bad. (Though I'm still a litt le disappointed the toy is separate from the food, but 
what can you do? That 's US regulations for you.)
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The Nat ional School Walkout  at  RSHS 
by Victoria Stauffer

On Wednesday, March 14th at 10:00 am - one month after the school shooting in 
Parkland, Florida - students nationwide walked out of their classrooms for 17 minutes 
in the name of school safety. In alliance with the Women?s March movement, a small 
group of students at Rising Sun worked with the administration to organize our 
school?s walkout. 

 These students met with principal, Mr. Helm, in the month leading up to the walkout. 
In meetings, there were many discussions about solutions to potential problems like 
student safety, schedule disruptions, and the walkout?s ?message.? Eventually, 
students and the administration developed a plan for our walkout to be held, like 
others, at 10:00 am for 17 minutes, but students were to walk out of their classrooms 
and into the auditorium - not outside. Walking outside of the building posed too many 
potential threats to student safety. 

 During the 17 minutes, several students gave speeches, sharing their reasons for 
walking out and their passion for the #Enough movement. All students who walked 
also had the opportunity to share their reasons for participating. On a small piece of 
paper, nearly 100 students wrote their reasons. Some wanted to pay their respects to 
the 17 lives that were lost in the Parkland shooting, while others were there because 
they believe ?laws are wack,? and the government needs to take more steps to protect 
citizens of the US from the epidemic that is gun violence. 

 With over 100 students in attendance, the Walkout at Rising Sun was incredibly 
successful. It is exciting that so many students are engaged in social and political 
events. America?s youth may just be the change citizens in our country are seeking. 
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March for Our Lives: One Student's Reflection
by Molloy Foppiano

As my group and I entered the Metro, I oddly felt insecure. I built up this preconceived 
notion that the other commuters were judging me, whether or not they too were on 
their way to the March. Maybe, I?m just a self-conscious person; I highly doubt anyone 
cared or even noticed me. Somehow seeing more and more fellow marchers enter 
made me feel insignificant. And it didn?t help that my sign wasn?t the most eye 
catching. I thought, ?what difference does it make, one person in the thousands?? 

As we left the station, my doubt left me. Any uncertainty I had was disproved almost 
instantly. I was confident in my decision, and while I was definitely just another face in 
the crowd, that isn?t what marching is about. Seeing swarms of protesters head 
towards the White House filled me with a sense of control. I do have a voice, I can 
make a change, this isn?t in vain. 

We arrived before the march officially started (a word of advice: Act like a New Yorker 
and nudge your way through) and were stuck, waiting to break out from the crowd. 
We finally left the stand still and headed to an empty patch. My friend, her brother 
and I sat with our boards resting on our knees, eating crushed pop tarts joking about 
George Clooney being in a news helicopter. We had 20-30 minutes till we needed to 
start moving again when, a man who resembled a real-life Shaggy stooped down and 
asked if we could answer some questions. He essentially asked what I had questioned 
myself earlier that day: ?What is the importance of this?? But there was slight 
difference, he wanted to know why do we (young adults) care? I gave him a full-blown 
monologue, with my friend adding in a few statements, and then he thanked us for 
contributing to his senior thesis. 

Twelve o?clock hit and it was time to head back in. The musical performances which 
included names that made me feel old also came to a halt. The general understanding 
everyone had for one another was awe inspiring. Overall, it doesn?t matter where you 
stand on an issue, whether it?s unpopular or not: if you have something to say and it?s 
important, do it. 

Because nothing changes when no one cares.  
 



9

  

 On April 13th, the National Honor Society held Rising Sun?s Spring Film Festival. 
Organized by Victoria Stauffer, Jason Kelsch, and Robbie Davis, the festival featured 
five student-made movies. Movies ranged from a rap by ?K Bad,? to scary thrillers, to 
an action comedy, to a stop-motion animation.  After all of the movies were shown, 
audience members had the opportunity to vote for their favorite movies in three 
categories: Best Picture, Best Cast, and Most Creative. All of the participants did an 
excellent job, and the audience very much enjoyed the evening. These are the results 
of the voting:

Best  Pict ure: 

?Whistle? by Gage Forsmark, Evie Hubbard, Haley 
Lyness, and Tristan Jenis

Best  Cast :

  ?Celestial?s Peak? by Josh Hornberger, Angelina 
Merryman, Andrew Lewis, Nate Hornberger, Zoey 
Lewis, and Emily Hornberger

Most  Creat ive:

 ?Afterlife? by Victoria Stauffer
 

The Spring Film Festival
by Victoria Stauffer
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THE TIGER TIMES PUZZLE
Directions: Use the key below to decode the message.
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